
©2010 NCSU Drumline 

Diddle-Tap Variations

1

There  are  numerous  ways  in  which  you  can  modify  an  exercise  to  make  it  more 
challenging, to stretch your brain a bit, and to better understand and overcome the pitfalls 
of the original, as-written exercise.  This packet should be taken as an example of how one 
can derive such variations from a stock exercise.  

I  have  taken  "Did  Pat  One,"  our  basic  diddle-tap  exercise,  and  forumlated  19  additional 
variations to it.  Take the time to learn some of these variations; the ones that you can't play 
yet are clearly ones from which you can benefit.  Practicing just a few of these variations 
will make it easier to sight-read and play other variations, as well as improve your comfort 
with double stroke speed, prep stroke, and accent-tap control.  

I hope you find this packet useful and can understand the methodology enough to apply it 
to other exercises you encounter.  Have fun, and don't forget to practice off the left as well! 

                Cheers,                    

                    Matthew D Lemieux
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Accent on Single

Backwards, Accent on Single
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Diddle-Tap Slurred Variations

Drag on Single

Ruffs

Hertas

Paradiddles
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